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NEW YORK CITY GAY MEN’S CHORUS WELCOMES LORNA 
LUFT AS THE SPECIAL GUEST AT BIG GAY SING: MIND 
THE GAP! MARCH 18-20 
 
NEW YORK, March 7, 2016 – The New York City Gay Men's Chorus today announced that the 
legendary Lorna Luft will join the men as they tribute British pop songs from the past five 
decades.  Having lived in the UK since the age of 8, Luft will bring first hand stories from some of 
your most beloved British artists being honored throughout the night. 
 
Tickets are now on sale for Big Gay Sing®, playing from March 18 - 20 at NYU Skirball Center for the 
Performing Arts. 
 
"Lorna Luft is a true star of stage and screen and her life in the UK will add a special treat for the 
audience this year," said Charlie Beale, Artistic Director of the NYCGMC and an ex-pat Brit. "We could 
not be more thrilled to have her grace the stage with us, sing along side us, and share in the 
celebration of music from across the pond," Beale added. 
 
"I have always loved, respected, and admired the NYC Gay Men’s Chorus and I am so honored to sing 
with them,” said Lorna Luft.   
 
Big Gay Sing: Mind the Gap! will feature a tribute to Bowie along with arrangements of British chart-
toppers by Adele, Spice Girls, Jessie J, Dusty Springfield, Queen, plus many more. "The arrangements, 
the immensity of the sound, and the sparkle from drag queens and dancers will have you jumping to 
your feet and your jaw hitting the floor," Beale commented. 
 
Big Gay Sing, an NYCGMC original concept and now in its eighth year, has become New York's most 
fun way to welcome the color and gayness of spring. Its outrageous sing-along format has become so 
popular that Big Gay Sing has been franchised to choruses around the US and the world. 
 
Big Gay Sing: Mind the Gap! will be performed at NYU Skirball Center for the Performing Arts at 8pm 
Friday March 18 and Saturday March 19, with a matinee on Sunday March 20. Tickets are now 
available here or visit nycgmc.org. 

### 
 
Lorna Luft’s upbringing could hardly have been more star-struck. Born to the legendary Judy 
Garland and her film producer husband Sid Luft, Lorna had the entertainment business in her blood. 
And as if to confirm her status as showbiz royalty, the new baby girl’s godfather was one Francis 
Albert Sinatra.  
 
She made her debut in the industry at the age of 11, singing “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” in the 
1963 Christmas edition of her mother’s television show. That episode also featured Lorna’s siblings 
Liza Minnelli and Joey Luft, and by the following summer she was appearing in the family’s concert 
tour. Culminating in a month-long residence at New York’s Palace Theatre, it was the last time the 14-
year-old Lorna would star on stage with her mother. 

http://tickets.nyu.edu/single/PSDetail.aspx?psn=3127&_ga=1.84134431.748978779.1454707452
http://www.nycgmc.org/


 
Lorna made her Broadway debut four years later in the show Promises, Promises written by Neil 
Simon, a musical version of the film classic The Apartment that was best known for the song “I’ll 
Never Fall in Love Again.” She returned to the stage in 1981 for an American tour of They’re Playing 
Our Song and the following year made her big-screen debut in Grease 2 alongside Michelle Pfeiffer. 
By 1983 she was back on the New York stage, starring as Peppermint Patty in a production of Snoopy 
The Musical. But it was not all light-hearted singing and dancing as she also appeared opposite Farrah 
Fawcett in the tough drama Extremities. 
 
Television guest appearances followed throughout the 80s before she once more went back to her 
stage roots. She spent several weeks in 1990 touring the United States in an extravaganza called 
Jerry Herman’s Broadway Years, before starring as Miss Adelaide in a US and subsequently world tour 
of Guys and Dolls that ran for nearly two years. In 1996 she was in Dublin, playing alongside Millicent 
Martin and Dave Willetts in a production of Stephen Sondheim’s Follies, and she starred as Mama 
Rose in a University of Richmond staging of Gypsy. 
 
In recent years, she’s been a regular performer in the UK and Ireland. For the 2006 festive season, 
she made an appearance in the British stage premiere of Irving Berlin’s White Christmas: The Musical, 
an adaptation of the classic 1954 Bing Crosby movie. She reprised her role the following year for runs 
at the Edinburgh Playhouse and Millennium Centre in Cardiff before picking up the robes of the 
Wicked Witch of the West for a 2008 Christmas production of The Wizard of Oz at Salford’s Lowry 
Theatre. 
 
She toured the UK in 2009 in a production of Hugh Whitemore’s play Pack of Lies, which co-starred 
Jenny Seagrove and Simon Shepherd, and in July that year paid tribute to her mother with a special 
recording for Radio 2 of Friday Night is Music Night. Lorna Luft and Friends, staged at London’s 
Mermaid Theatre, also included John Barrowman, Frances Rufelle and Linzi Hateley. 
 
Lorna has maintained a concert career alongside her other performances, and has won huge critical 
acclaim for her shows, appearing at such prestigious venues as the Hollywood Bowl, the London 
Palladium and Madison Square Gardens. She surprised audiences at Carnegie Hall in 2006 when she 
made a guest appearance to duet with Rufus Wainwright on the song “After You’ve Gone,” providing a 
dramatic finale to his tribute concert Rufus Does Judy. 
 
Lorna’s multi-media production, entitled Songs My Mother Taught Me, toured the UK in 2007 and was 
released as an album the same year, co-produced by Barry Manilow and Lorna’s Scottish husband, 
Colin R. Freeman. The show proved hugely popular with both audiences and critics: when it was 
staged in the US, Variety magazine hailed it as “a rousing, dramatically riveting musical event”, while 
the LA Times called her performance “heart-stopping and thrilling… an incandescent revelation not to 
be missed”. 
 
Adding to her list of talents, in 1998 Lorna wrote a family memoir entitled Me and My Shadows, which 
was subsequently adapted as an Emmy award-winning television mini-series. And she’s also a tireless 
campaigner for charity, not least since being diagnosed with breast cancer herself in 2012. Vowing to 
fight the disease, Lorna is committed to being an avid fighter and fundraiser.  
 
This year, Lorna has been back on the cabaret scene with a new solo show entitled Accentuate the 
Positive, as well as guest-starring in An Evening of Movies and Musicals. There’s little evidence of her 
giving up on what she calls “the family business.” But then, with showbiz in her blood, that probably 
shouldn’t come as any surprise. 
 
New York City Gay Men’s Chorus is a world-class, world-renowned New York institution and a 
pioneering voice for the LGBTQ community. NYCGMC is comprised of more than 260 talented singers 
of various ages, backgrounds, and experiences. Together, we produce a vibrant sound and energy 
that audiences can feel and connect with. Through the power of this sound, and our spectacular 
performances, we are fearless champions for love, equality, and acceptance. Founded in 1980, 
NYCGMC has formed a strong bond with devoted followers and continues to make lasting connections 
with new and diverse audiences. We sing in every style from classical to pop, Broadway to gospel, 
and from cultures all over the world. As artists, we listen to the changing world around us and 
transform what we hear into music. We sing to challenge perceptions of the LGBTQ community, to 
combat fear and hatred, encourage compassion and human connection, and to thrill with the superb 



quality of our sound. Through our music, audiences mourn losses, cheer victories, find unconditional 
acceptance, and celebrate life. We perform in a variety of settings, including special, private, and 
corporate events, concerts, television appearances, festivals, Broadway/theatre productions, 
conferences, weddings, parties, fundraisers, and community events. nycgmc.org 
  
New York City’s Youth Pride Chorus harnesses the power of the performing arts to engage lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and straight young people ages 13-22 as agents of change. YPC fights 
homophobia, bullying, and all forms of hate by boldly asserting—through music—the joy, diversity, 
strength, and pride of today’s youth. YPC singers discover their own power by empowering others in 
schools, online, and in the broader community through electrifying, high caliber singing and 
performances.youthpridechorus.org 
 
Big Apple Performing Arts is the non-profit management company for the New York City Gay Men's 
Chorus and Youth Pride Chorus. With over thirty years of history, innovative programs, and service to 
the LGBTQ community, Big Apple Performing Arts is renowned for producing legendary performances, 
commissioning new works, and taking a leading role in the movement for social justice. From 
Carnegie Hall to City Hall, from the AIDS crisis to the struggle for marriage equality, as well as 
today’s gender and identity politics, the choruses of BAPA have been leaders and activists in the New 
York City community since 1980. 
 
Here are links for more information on the following: 
Lorna Luft 
NYCGMC 
NYCGMC’s new branding 
Big Gay Sing 
 

http://nycgmc.org/
http://youthpridechorus.org/
http://www.nycgmc.org/press-kit/
http://www.nycgmc.org/press-kit/
http://www.nycgmc.org/brand/
http://www.nycgmc.org/big-gay-sing-mind-the-gap/

